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KQ

Josephine County

Solid Waste Agency

JOSEPHINE COUNTY / CITY OF GRANTS PASS
SOLID WASTE AGENCY
MEETING MINUTES
May 17, 2016

Meeting convened at 3:05 P.M.
Agency Board Members Present:
Rob Brandes
Connie Roach (Arrived at 3:08 P.M.)
Lora Glover
Rick Riker
Brad Carlson
Dave Reeves

Agency Board Members Absent:
Mike Bollweg

Others: Don Moss, General Manager, Republic Services
Shea Sigafous, Recycling Coordinator, Southern Oregon Sanitation
Trent Carpenter, Operations manager, Southern Oregon Sanitation
Ed Burke, Grants Pass Dept. of Public Safety
Todd Moran, Lieutenant, Grants Pass Dept. of Public Safety
James Lowe, Supervisor Maintenance, Grants Pass School Dist. #7
Phillip Hughes, Concerned landowner and guests

Staff: Jason Canady, Operations Officer
Linda Gay, Minute Recorder

Rob Brandes called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. There was a quorum and the
meeting proceeded.

1. Approval of minutes from April 19, 2016 meeting. Brad Carlson made a motion
to approve the April 19, 2016 meeting minutes. Dave Reeves seconded the motion.
Motion approved 5 - 0.
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2. Approval of minutes from April 19, 2016 SWA Budget Committee. Brad Carlson
made a motion to approve the April 19, 2016 budget meeting minutes. Lora Glover
seconded the motion. Motion approved 5 - 0.

3. Approval of Resolution 036-SW-City of Grants Pass to continue as Managing
Agency for FY 17 & FY 18- Jason Canady
The City of Grants Pass had an agreement with the Solid Waste Agency to serve as
the managing agency for several years, the agreement will be expiring at the end of
June 2016. Jason stated the City would like to continue in that role to serve as
managing agency if the SWA was ammenable to serve for the next few years. No
financial changes were noted with the proposed agreement. Brad Carlson made a
motion to approve Resolution 036-SW. Rick Riker seconded the motion. Motion
approved 6 - 0.

4. Grants Pass School District #7 Funding Request — James Lowe
James Lowe presented a funding request for $7,500 to help cover the expense of
asbestos abatement in three to four rooms at South Middle School. Floor tiles were
found to contain asbestos in them. Last year, Grants Pass School District #7
requested funding for asbestos abatement in another school and the Board
approved it.

Removing the asbestos not only benefits the 6,000 students that use the facilities
annually but also benefits the several groups from the community that utilize the
building for other community uses.

The ultimate goal of the School District is to remove all asbestos containing
materials throughout the entire school system and are hoping to receive a bond for
that purpose, but until that time this request amount will cover some smaller
projects.

There was a brief discussion on the lifespan of the school, but it was noted that
regardless of the future of the school, the abatement would still need to be
completed. Rick Riker made a motion to approve the $7,500 funding request for
South Middle School Asbestos Abatement. Brad Carlson seconded the motion.
Motion approved 6-0.

5. JOCO Yard Debris Program — Trent Carpenter, Southern Oregon Sanitation
(SOS)
Trent referred to the City Council’s vote in favor of Republic Services’ subscription
service change to an inclusive service of incorporating the residential yard waste
program. Southern Oregon Sanitation would like to present the same type of service
to their subscribers and make it a citywide service.

SOS currently has 769 customers in the city and UGB. SOS will change the yard
debris program to a weekly service during the leaf pick-up time, which will be the
same as Republic Services and disband the six-week program of bagged leaf
pickup. An advantage to offering customers the same pricing and service that
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Republic Services is currently doing is that SOS will be able to use the same
advertisements, and no more segregation of north and south of the river.

Trent stated if the SWA will recommend the proposal to the City Council and it is
approved, SOS would like to implement the program in the next six to eight weeks
and rates will take effect the first of the month of the program start date. The plan is
to have this new program in place prior to the fall leaf program so there are not two
differing programs running simultaneously.

The rate increase will now include a yard debris cart. The program will decrease
costs for some subscribers that currently have a trash pickup service and a yard
debris can. The Board suggested to Trent to include the savings in his presentation
to City Council. Trent also stated that with a weekly yard debris program there
would be less leaves left in the streets to plug up storm drains during the fall.

Rob asked Trent how much yard waste adds to the figures that are reported to DEQ.
Trent stated that for Josephine County it was approximately 900 tons and 300 tons
in yard debris that did not include cardboard or any of the depot items. Trent said
the program would help with the recycle credits from DEQ. Dave Reeves made a
motion to support the Residential Yard Waste Program from Southern Oregon
Sanitation and to have SOS present it to the City Council with the Board’s approval.
Connie Roach seconded the motion. Motion approved 6-0.

6. Other Business-
Republic Services landfill questions regarding contact
Jason mentioned that the City of Grants Pass has received some complaints in
regards to the public being able to contact Republic Services through their phone
system in the last few months. Jason asked if Republic Services could check their
publications to make sure that local phone numbers are listed and not corporate
numbers. Don Moss stated he would be happy to check.

Kerby Landfill Cap — Rob Brandes
Rob updated the Board with the test results for the Kerby Landfill Cap and that it
showed some low level petrocarbons, which were to be expected. The testing will
continue.

405 SW Bridge Street, Gilbert Creek contamination
Todd Moran introduced Philip Hughes-Lewing, a new homeowner at 405 SW Bridge
Street. Todd stated that Philip contacted Public Safety regarding rubbish he found
buried on his property along the banks of Gilbert Creek and what he should do about
it. Mr. Hughes-Lewing had just recently purchased the property after viewing photos
online and decided to relocate from Chicago. Shortly after moving into the new
home, Mr. Hughes-Lewing uncovered a pile of buried rubbish left by the previous
landowner, who is now deceased. As he continued to dig, he found more uncovered
garbage, concrete, metal pieces and various other items
Mr. Hughes-Lewing spoke to several people and contacted several government
agencies, who are now aware of the dilemma and are concerned with the garbage
removal and the effect on the creek, especially since spawning salmon are in the
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creek. One agency said that any disruption of the ecosystem and habitat cannot be
allowed to happen. Todd stated that Public Safety has obtained quotes to start the
removal process of the garbage but without knowing the extent of the work there is
no way to see the actual cost of the project. Todd stated that since this is involving
possible disruption of the creek there is not anything further that they can do, but
was hoping that the SWA may be able to support or partner with Mr. Hughes-
Lewing.

Mr. Hughes-Lewing passed out photos of the garbage he uncovered and explained
that he cannot figure out the cost because he does not know the depth or extent of
the garbage buried below concrete blocks and tarps. He said there is a moratorium
on disruption of the creek bank during a certain time frame because of the salmon
spawning season. Cleanup would put an undue financial burden on Mr. Hughes and
he is looking for any help to alleviate this situation.

Todd asked the Solid Waste Agency Board if they would consider helping fund some
of the cleanup costs for Mr. Hughes-Lewing. Brad stated that he has been on the
property and can confirm the validity of Mr. Hughes’ plight. Brad said the bank is
vertical and you cannot physically walk on it, which would affect the ability to get any
equipment in there to clean it up.

Dave Reeves stated that it is not a policy of the Solid Waste Agency to fund
homeowners or individuals directly. In situations where property owners are
required to clean up their land, the City can clean up a property if the homeowner
refuses, but then will place a lien on the property, and take possession if necessary.
Dave also stated that funding requests approved by the Board are for benefiting the
general public, not individual homeowners. However, in this situation because the
creek feeds into the Rogue River it may benefit the community. Yet, the Board could
only approve a fixed amount of money.

Brad stated that he has had groups clean up the entire banks of Gilbert Creek and
has seen several property owners that continue to pile and bury trash alongside the
banks. Brad suggested Mr. Hughes-Lewing contact the Rogue River Watershed
Council about the restoration components and cleanup of creek property. Mr.
Hughes-Lewing stated that the Watershed informed him that until there is an amount
given for the removal of the garbage they could do nothing, but they could help with
the restoration. Brad mentioned that once there is digging it could affect other
property owners and the path of the creek by unintentionally means.

Ed Burke followed up by saying he has contacted several state and Federal
agencies regarding various permit costs needed to do any cleanup along the bank
especially above the high water mark prior to moratorium deadline starting June 15™.
However, removal of blackberry bushes, above the high water line, would give some
perspective as to how deep the garbage layer extends.

Lora Glover was concerned for City liability if we were involved with a critical stream
and any alteration or damage to it, but that the SWA might be able to partner with
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the Rogue River Watershed. She told Mr. Hughes-Lewing that this may be a multi-
year process and that the Solid Waste Agency may be able to help with the costs of
permits to get things started. Therefore, she would be in favor of starting with a
Phase 1, which is having Public Safety clear the high-level line of brush, and then
being able to see the extent of the garbage.

Rob further reiterated that it is not the policy of the Solid Waste Agency to support
individual landowners in situations like this even at no fault of the landowner.
However, if several landowners along Gilbert Creek were impacted and were able to
submit information to the state on behalf of the entire community, that might be
feasible to help. However, it would still be possible that it would have to go to City
Council.

7. Agenda building for next meeting — June 21, 2016

e Adoption of the 2017 Budget, Resolution
Adjourn 3:56 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
JOCO Fair — August 17-20, 2016
Household Hazardous Waste — Sept. 16, 2016 Commercial / Sept. 17 Residential




