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Every two years the citizens elect four representatives to serve on the City Council.  There is one 
from each of the four wards of the City.  Every four years, voters elect the Mayor.  
On November 8, the Grants Pass voters re-elected Darin Fowler as Mayor and the following  
councilors:  Tyler Flaming from Ward 1, Valerie Lovelace from Ward 2, Jason Sharp from Ward 3,    
Barry Eames from Ward 4 and Jason Anderson was elected to fill the two-year term in Ward 4 that 
was vacated by Jim Goodwin.   
The new councilors take office at the first Council workshop of the new year, in this case January 3, 
2017.  This is when they take the oath of office.  The Charter requires that "before entering upon 
the duties of an office, each officer shall take an oath or shall affirm that they will support the 
constitutions and laws of the United States and of Oregon and that they will faithfully perform the 
duties of that office."  
On November 8, the voters also considered Measure 17-73, which would prohibit marijuana  
registrants and licensees in Grants Pass.  The votes for this measure were very close, as a result,  
the outcome won't be known until the votes are certified on November 28, 2016.  
The City thanks Trisha Myers, Josephine County Clerk, her staff, and everyone who participated in 
the election process.

Live Rogue

  
Rather than wait for a flood to occur, you can act now to pro-
tect your property from flood damage.  Even if your property 
never flooded in the past, there is a 26% chance of experienc-
ing a flood over the life of a 30-year mortgage for property 
located in the floodplain. 
 
Flood Protection Assistance 
 
If the floor level of your structure is lower than the Base Flood 
Elevations (BFE) located on the Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM), consider ways to prevent flooding from occurring such 
as retrofitting your building.  Various retrofitting techniques are 
available to help minimize flooding, such as: elevating the building, constructing barriers out of fill 
or concrete, and flood proofing to make the building watertight.  Citizens can obtain information on 
flood protection from Parks & Community Development by calling 541-450-6060.  
What can you do?  
There are a number of ways to protect your property.  Electrical boxes, air conditioners and water 
heaters can be elevated or relocated to an area less likely to flood.  Improving drainage around your 
home or on your property and keeping nearby ditches and culverts clear of debris and obstructions 
can prevent water from backing up onto your property.  You can also improve your home with 
retrofitting techniques, such as installing flood vents, installing flood-resistant materials or even 
elevating your home above flood levels.    
Insurance Protection  
Flood damage is not covered by homeowners or renters insurance.  Flood insurance is available 
within the City of Grants Pass and anyone may buy flood insurance, regardless of their location.  By 
protecting your property and reducing your flood risk, you may help reduce your insurance rate.

  Flooding at Baker Park February 2015

Are You Prepared for a Flood?
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      New Adopt-A-Street Program

   12 Tips for Holiday Shopping and Safety

The City of Grants Pass is excited to roll out its new Adopt-A-Street Program. This program will encourage local business-
es, civic groups, youth organizations, academic institutions, families, and individuals to keep our community’s streets and 
walkways clean and beautiful.  The Adopt-A-Street Program is a great way to give back to your community and enjoy the 
benefits of a cleaner Grants Pass.   
 
This Public Works program promotes civic pride by demonstrating to residents, tourists, and potential businesses that the 
community is active, energetic and cares about clean neighborhoods and a healthier environment.   

Picking up refuse along our city streets will keep it out of the stormwater system and out of our creeks and rivers, ensuring 
our waterways remain a vibrant centerpiece of our community. 
 
Adopt-A-Street members participate in cleanup efforts on their adopted street at least quarterly (four times a year). Clean-
up days are scheduled by each group or individual.  In exchange for a two-year commitment of litter pickup, a customized 
sign will be installed at each end of the adopted street to announce the name of the 
group and to honor the participants’ community spirit and service. 
 
The City of Grants Pass will supply safety vests, trash bags and safety guidelines for 
the participants as well as provide safety training for each team member who will be 
participating. 
 
If your civic group is interested in participating, point your web browser to:  
http://www.grantspassoregon.gov/1002/Adopt-A-Street or contact the Public Works 
Department at 541-450-6110 to get more information.

Improved Street and Alleyway Lighting in Grants Pass
There are two Council work plan items that involve improved lighting in the downtown.  The first is lighting up downtown 
alleyways and railroad tracks and the second is expanding year-round tree lights in the downtown. 

Scientists say people feel safer and more cheerful when there are brightly lit transportation corridors.  Enhanced lighting 
can make a community feel safer.   

There are now more festively lit trees in downtown Grants Pass.  There are also four businesses where the City has installed 
security lighting in downtown alleyways.  Eight additional alleyway locations have been identified.  As soon as the property 
owners provide authorization to the City, security lighting will be installed at those locations as well.  The newly added light-
ing will have a positive benefit for the community and will help the City meet the Council’s goal of Keeping Citizens Safe.

The City of Grants Pass and Josephine County are in the process of updating 
the countywide Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (NHMP).   
A NHMP provides communities with goals, actions, and resources to reduce 
the effects of potential natural disasters.   
 
The plan and the mitigation procedures therein are intended to limit damage 
to property and critical facilities.  This will consequently reduce the cost of 
reconstruction and recovery.  In addition, the plan increases our potential to 
receive state and federal funding toward recovery.   
 
We encourage you to learn more and to provide input.  To review a current  
version of the plan, please visit: http://www.co.josephine.or.us/Files/JoCo%20
MJNHMP.pdf.  Or, utilize the following web link to take a short online survey: 
https://oregon.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_4GcQBMeXwsOoIHb 
 
Your responses will help with updating the mitigation plan.   

 

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan

The Rogue River during the historic flood of 1964
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Big ticket items come 
in big boxes.  Don't leave 

those boxes at the curb to 
alert criminals to your new 

gift.  Cut the boxes into 
small pieces to fit in the 

garbage can.
 
 

Have your keys in your free 
hand well before approaching 

your car. It will save time getting 
in. Plus the  keys can be used as 

an improvised weapon if  
necessary. Lock the door  

immediately after  
getting in.

Do not leave 
packages visible in your 
car. Place them in the 
trunk or cover them 

with a blanket or 
other object.  

Be alert and aware.  It's 
easy to be distracted by the 

crowds, selecting the right gift 
and being preoccupied with 
holiday activities. Maintain 

 
 

Long vacations are common 
during the holidays.  Criminals 
keep their eyes open for empty 

homes.  Ask a friend or neighbor  
to pick up the mail, leave a few indoor 

lights on and do not leave a spare  
key in an obvious spot.  Never discuss 

your vacation plans with  
strangers or post your  
plans on social media.

Keep shopping bags,  
valuables, purses, and 
wallets close to you.   
Keep purses or bags 

closed.   
 

More people are purchasing 
gifts online and having them 

shipped to their home.  With this 
trend, more people are having 

packages stolen right off their front 
porch.  If you're expecting packages, 

request signature confirmation or 
have a trusted neighbor hold 

onto it for you.

Watch out for "friendly" 
strangers. They may ask a 
question or offer to assist  

you with your bags to  
distract you or put you in a  

compromising position. 
 
 

 
Do not be distracted  

when walking to your car  
(talking on phone, texting, 
tweeting). Watch out for  

loiterers near your car.  Have  
an employee walk you to  

your car if you feel  
uncomfortable.  

Shop during daylight 
hours when possible.  If you 

must shop at night, park close 
to the stores or near a light 
post so you are visible in a 

well-lit area.

   12 Tips for Holiday Shopping and Safety

                     
                                     
Recognize there is  

safety in numbers. Shop 
with friends and relatives  

instead of going alone.   
You can look out for  

each other.

 
When shopping online, make 

sure you are dealing with a repu-
table online business.  When en-
tering your payment information, 
make sure the page is encrypted 
and secure.  Keep your anti-virus, 

anti-phishing software  
up to date.  

Out of Sight

   Distractions

Hold Onto Your Keys

Purses and Bags

Be Visible

Safety in Numbers

Big Screen TV

Online Shopping

Stay Alert

Stolen Deliveries

Make Arrangements
Hello There
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City Council Meetings 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 6 pm 
City Council Workshops 

each Monday at 11:45 am 
City Council Chambers, 101 NW A Street 

 
Meetings are televised on Charter Cable  

channel 183 and posted online at  
www.grantspassoregon.gov. 

 
Listen live to City Councilors and staff discussing  
local issues on KAJO (1270 AM) the 1st and 2nd 

Tuesdays each month at 9:30 am  
 

           City of Grants Pass  
          Local Government 

     www.grantspassoregon.gov

 
Mayor Darin Fowler  541-660-3696   

djfowler@grantspassoregon.gov 
Ward 1 

Council President Dan DeYoung  541-660-0342 
mayorcouncil@grantspassoregon.gov 
Councilor Roy Lindsay  541-291-0346  

rlindsay@grantspassoregon.gov 
Ward 2 

Councilor Valerie Lovelace  541-479-0952 
vlovelace@grantspassoregon.gov 

Councilor Rick Riker  541-479-7333 
councilriker@charter.net 

Ward 3 
Councilor Ken Hannum  541-659-4579 

kenhannum@live.com 
Councilor Dennis Roler  541-479-4272  

droler@grantspassoregon.gov 
Ward 4 
Vacant 
Vacant

In July of 2016, the City Council took action to undertake a Utility Rate Study to encompass the water, wastewater and 
storm water utilities. This action allows the Council to evaluate the cost of all City utilities and contemplate the formation 
of a new storm water utility. This will give the City Council a complete picture of the impact of these utilities to the City’s 
rate payers. The Council will be able to evaluate how they can fund the needed capital improvements as well as sustain the 
utility operations well into the future.  
With the completion of five utility master plans in the last two years, the City has a clear vision of the amount of work 
required to keep its water, wastewater and storm water systems working smoothly for the next ten to twenty years. Each 
master plan identified numerous projects needed to not only increase the utility capacity, but to also repair failing infra-
structure critical to the operation of the utility. This rate study will look at funding operations and maintenance costs, as 
well as new and replacement infrastructure needs. The study, conducted by the FCS Group, will look at all aspects of how 
services are delivered to City residents. This ensures costs are distributed fairly to each customer and provides financial 
planning for future capital needs.  
Properly funding our public utilities ensures that they will be around and functioning correctly for generations to come. 
Residents can be assured the City Council will work hard to ensure that rate increases are as minimal as necessary to 
provide the resources the City needs to efficiently operate the water, wastewater and storm water systems. Our goal is to 
have affordable utility rates.  
It is expected the Utility Rate Study will be complete near the end of the year. The new rates will begin to be implemented 
shortly thereafter. If you have questions about the Utility Rate Study please contact the Public Works Department at  
541-450-6110 or talk to your City Council.

  
 
 
 
 

Our City Councilors would like you to join them at one of their sessions of Coffee Talk.  Up to two City Councilors  
are available every Friday at Rogue Roasters, 610 SW 6th Street at 9 am, to answer questions,  

address issues, and listen to your concerns.    

Utility Rate Study 
Ensuring a Future for the Community
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